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Summary of  Preliminary Findings 
of  the History of

10594 MAIN STREET



➢ Historical Marker directly across the street. 
➢ Clarence – Oldest Town in Erie County.
➢ Heart of  the Hollow on Ransom Creek. 
➢ Very few original structures from the early 

pioneer village are left.  This is one of  them.
➢ Dates from 1800 to 1820 (likely closer to 

1800).
➢ It is likely one of  the oldest structures left in 

Erie County.
➢ Built with wide planks likely cut at Asa 

Ransom’s sawmill.
➢ Was directly across the street from the 

village blacksmith shop dating to 1803.
➢ Was the home of  several village blacksmiths. 
➢ Associated with the early economy of  village 

life in Clarence’s very beginning.
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➢ Twin chimney modified Federal or Adam’s 
style popular before 1820.

➢ Solid hand-hewn beam and peg construction 
similar to homes built around 1800.

➢ Likely built at time when Thomas Jefferson 
was president.

➢ Buffalo was likely still known as “New 
Amsterdam” at the time and was part 
Clarence.

➢ Asa Ransom’s Tavern would have been visible 
from the window.

➢ Joseph Ellicott – First Holland Land Company 
Office in Ransom’s Tavern.

➢ Likely sheltered refugees and injured soldiers 
fleeing the burning of  Buffalo during the War 
of  1812.
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JOSEPH ELLICOTT MORRIS PURCHASE MAP -- 1800





SUMMER OF 1813
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MAP OF CLARENCE HOLLOW - 1855



















10594 Main Home Built in 1800





10594 Main Home Built in 1800



CLARENCE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
FAILURE - 1946





























Christopher Harvey was the Portia 
Ransom’s husband (Asa’s son-in-law).  
They were married in 1815.

 

 

 

 











Henry Vantine and 
Catherine Hershey 
Vantine (daughter) 
purchased one of  
the lots in 1854, 
probably to live 
next to Catherine 
Hershey after Peter 
Hershey’s passing in 
1851.













MAP OF CLARENCE HOLLOW - 1880













➢ Likely one of  the oldest remaining structures in Erie 
County.

➢ One of  the last standing pioneer structures left in the 
Hollow. Located on Ransom Creek, the very heart of  
the original pioneer village. 

➢ Associated with historic 1803 blacksmith shop which 
was located across the street.

➢ Was the “blacksmith residence” for several village 
blacksmiths.

➢ Played an important role in the early village economy, 
as well as with assisting pioneers passing through to 
head farther West.

➢ Likely existed before “Buffalo” was even called 
“Buffalo”.

➢ Likely built with planks cut at Asa Ransom’s sawmill.
➢ Likely sheltered refugees and injured soldiers fleeing 

the burning of  Buffalo during the War of  1812.
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